



5. Objectives

5.1. Designated Sites

· Maintain Local Wildlife Site interest
· Maintain Roadside Nature Reserve interest
5.2. Habitats

5.2.1
Native ancient semi-natural woodland

· Maintain existing areas of ancient semi-natural woodland. Retain all ancient semi-natural woodland features: mixed broadleaves, beech, birch scrub, wet flush areas, deadwood, mature/senescent trees, etc
· Increase area of ancient semi-natural woodland through gradual restoration of existing conifer plantations (see also objectives under PAWS below)
5.2.2
Sweet chestnut coppice
· Restore coppice rotation

· Manage oak standards to retain a suitable density across the areas in which they occur

5.2.3
P.A.W.S. (Plantation on Ancient Woodland Site)

· Increase area of ancient semi-natural woodland through gradual restoration of existing conifer plantations

· Manage Old Sandpit area of conifer to enhance structural diversity through selective thinning and encouraging natural regeneration of saplings and understorey

5.2.4
Rides and glades

· Create/widen one or two wide rides through coppice to increase habitat and species diversity. Rides should feature scallops (Figure 10), pinch points and should be ideally at least 1.5 times the height of the trees.

· Create one or two wide glades, for example at path junctions. Glades should be at least 1.5 times the height of the trees. Rides and glades should be managed with three zones of vegetation as per Figure 9.

5.3. Flora and Fauna
· Maintain and enhance populations of ancient woodland ground flora. 

· Continue to allow, facilitate and encourage species recording. Consider whether it is necessary to set up more formal, organised monitoring of selected species groups, e.g. butterflies, birds, ground flora. In particular consider whether to commission surveys for protected species – i.e. bats, common dormouse.
· Ensure appropriate consideration is given to European Protected Species when carrying out management works and advice sought from Natural England where necessary. 

· Promote favourable management for Roadside Nature Reserve to maintain uncommon flora

5.3.1
Rhododendron
· Remove rhododendron, prioritising those areas where it occurs in native ancient semi-natural woodland and on historic features
5.4. Windmill Hill and the Mount
· Restore/recreate lowland heathland and wooded heath.
· Enhance structural diversity of post-1987 planting through selective thinning and coppicing individual trees on a long rotation
· Open up landscape views at key points through coppicing and selective thinning
5.5. Historic features
· Promote further research of the site to provide further detail of known features and better knowledge of the history of Perry Wood 

· Provide interpretation for Windmill Hill, the Fort, Old Sandpit and possible Mesolithic features
· Restore open character of Windmill Hill and the Mount

· Restore open views, particularly from the Pulpit area and looking south-west from Windmill Hill

· Maintain ancient woodland

5.6. Geology

· Promote further research of the site’s geology and soils to provide further detail of known features and better knowledge of how this may affect the management of Perry Wood

· Some degree of protection should be given to the soils in particular areas that are suffering high rates of erosion.

5.7. Local Community

· Continue to engage the local community in the features and management of Perry Wood, through on-site interpretation, events relating to various features (e.g. historic surveys, wildlife monitoring, local culture and history events) and promotion of volunteering on work task days.
· Create a Perry Wood website. This can be used to advertise events, explain management, for additional interpretation detail, informing on the background to the site and on additional information on particular features
· Provide easy public access to information regarding Perry Wood, i.e. archaeological survey results, management plans. 
5.8. Stakeholders

· Consult with all relevant stakeholders to ensure standard working procedures.
· Consult with and inform all stakeholders as to conflicts of use and seek to resolve same

· Formulate and implement after consultation a Code of Conduct for Mountain Biking within Perry Wood.

5.9. Access and interpretation

· Maintain safe access for quiet recreation
· Provide interpretation of main features

5.10. Health and Safety

· Maintain safe access for visitors and contractors

· Carry out regular inspections for hazardous tree and deal with findings in an appropriate manner, with due care and attention being given to other objectives 
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