Perry Wood documents for information and comment, August – October 2010
Background

Perry Wood is a key site owned by Swale Borough Council, the management of which has been subject to considerable discussion over a number of years.  Local people are passionate about the conservation of this site, as are many people in the wider landscape. 

It is a unique place offering a wealth of natural and cultural heritage interest such that a Heritage Lottery Fund grant was given in 2008 to aid management planning and interpretation of its interest to the visiting public.  

The Heritage Lottery Fund work is being project managed by the Mid Kent Downs Countryside Partnership.  So far work has focussed on community archaeology, investigating a suspected Roman Earthwork, enhancements to public rights of way, a series of wildlife and art events for the local community and management planning – a draft Management Strategy has been drawn up by Kent Wildlife Trust.  A report from the Trust for Thanet Archaeology has also been produced, as well as an Access Review and a detailed Interpretation Plan which have been produced by the Mid Kent Downs Countryside Partnership, to complement the over-arching role of the Management Strategy.  

The next stage of the Heritage Lottery Fund work is to share the work put into these plans and to encourage interest and comment from users before the drafts are confirmed as final documents.  Two ‘public information’ days are planned for 25th September and 2nd October, Selling Village Hall, 10 until 4, where the plans will be brought to life for people to envisage the possible futures for the wood and to have their say.  

The final stage of the project will be to commission and install wood-carved interpretive features on-site, and to set up a Management Steering Group which will oversee and review the implementation of the Management Strategy, including representation from Swale Borough Council, the Mid Kent Downs Countryside Partnership, Tilhill Forestry and the Local Community.  
The last item to note would be that there is an existing ‘Woodland Management Plan’, as compiled by Tilhill Forestry for the purposes of Forest Stewardship Council certification.  The Draft Management Strategy and other documents add information to and do not conflict with this existing forestry plan, in accordance with which management is currently being carried out.  
Material presented
The material which is currently available on the Kent Downs website serves as a summary of the work so far.  The items are:

1) Kent Wildlife Trust Draft Management Strategy Objectives

2) Kent Wildlife Trust Draft Management Strategy Work Plan & Maps
3) Perry Wood Access Review

4) Perry Wood Interpretation Plan – shortened version  

5) The Perry Wood Archaeology Project Report (Trust for Thanet Archaeology)
Further information available 
Other documents can be acquired from Sheila Smith at Swale Borough Council or Sally Evans at the Mid Kent Downs Countryside Partnership, these include:

1) The full Kent Wildlife Trust Management Strategy with all appendices.
2) The complete Perry Wood Interpretation Plan 

3) The existing Tilhill Forestry Woodland Management Plan.
