5 Access review

As mentioned in the Kent Wildlife Trust Management Strategy, there is a need to manage visitor access to make sure that there is no excessive erosion in key areas.  This is especially important given the high erodability of the natural sand and gravel geology.  

The existing public rights of way network is shown in Figure 1.  

Figure 2 shows these prows as routes in a hierachy of importance for maintenance and enhancement – based on features such as the existing waymarked circular walk, where interpretation is likely to be situated and observation of current visitor behaviour and levels of erosion, and thus of interest to a potential Management Steering Group.  The Kent County Council Countryside Access Improvement Plan 2007-2017 states ‘Network Priority Status A’ routes as including:

Paths used to access local amenities, including ‘tourist attractions and country parks’  page 85
Paths used daily for leisure walking

Multi-user paths with a clear public benefit

So infact, all official routes in Perry Wood are a County priority.  

Figure 3 shows an additional network of ‘unofficial paths’ that require management and review.  The use of these unofficial routes to some extent ‘displaces traffic’ from the main circular walk and other prows and so may, in fact, be helping to lessen the load on key areas; although it would be helpful to know which routes can legitimately be used.  
The main area where existing unofficial routes may be unwelcome is at the Earthwork.  As explained below, this is a key site for conservation and protection, and has its own list of recommendations.  

Access information given on the interpretive signage will reinforce the message of staying on footpaths and bridleways unless otherwise indicated.  

The Earthwork.  

This is a special site.  It is a heritage site, and like The Mount, will hopefully become an area for heathland restoration.  In this particular case, it may be good idea to consider allowing the public to explore, similarly to at Richborough Castle and other heritage sites.  This approach would serve a dual purpose:

1) It would enable the public to fully experience the site and empathise with its history

2) It would help to ‘spread the load’ – limiting the threat of localised erosion.

Clearly such a proposal would need to be carefully managed.  In this case, it could be combined with other measures within the management strategy:  the site could be fenced and gated to allow for grazing.  It is also proposed that a ‘downgrade’ of the bridleway the bisects the Earthwork might be considered.  This proposal would prevent access by horses and bikes, whilst retaining the route as a footpath.  In other words there would be a fenced area, with kissing gate entrance, through which no horses and bikes could pass.  Alternative routes would be suggested for these users, of which there are plenty in Perry Wood.  Indeed cyclists and perhaps riders could dismount at the Rose & Crown and walk to the Earthwork.  

Trialling of this approach could perhaps lead to a simlar decision for the The Mount, if successful.  Indeed erosion at The Mount is more marked, with less natural heather stabilising the slopes.  This situation should be continually reviewed, and if conditions continue to worsen, further alterations to the access plan may be needed.  

If a downgrade of the bridleway were considered to be too strong a measure, it is still likely that fencing and gating would help to reduce through-traffic.  

Mountain biking / The Old Quarry 

Since there has been a history of illegal mountain bike use in Perry Wood it is important that there is a reference to the activity in this plan.  Indeed the activity persists in the Old Quarry area of the woods and is currently at a level which is endangering other users.   Mountain bikers come in large numbers, travel at high speeds and excavate and steepen the topography of the Quarry, meaning that others cannot safely use the area.  
This activity is now strictly disallowed in the by-laws for the site, so action needs to be taken to make sure that cyclists accept that they should no longer visit the woods specifically for this activity.  Police involvement should continue to be encouraged.    
The long-distance cycling routes and the use of bridleways for cycling is a separate activity and indeed a separate sport, so this use is not considered to be a threat.  However, there needs to be clear communication as to where cycling is allowed and not allowed.  Clear maps of public rights of way, and ‘no cycling’, and indeed no horse-riding symbols, could be used at key bridleway or road junctions with footpaths, and in other key areas such as The Earthwork and the Old Quarry.  

Fencing of Windmill Hill would help to protect the Earthwork area and to change the atmosphere of this part of the wood, to one that is cared for and protected, whether or not a bridleway down-grade is considered.    

Figure 5 – Examples of ‘no cycling’ and ‘no horse-riding’ symbols.  

[image: image1.jpg]


             [image: image2.jpg]



Review of walks / rides from surrounding landscape

Perry Wood is a popular desination for walks from the surrounding villages and from Faversham.  There are various walks, cycle and horse-riding routes which are promoted by various different groups.  This means that a carefully constructed and regularly monitored access plan is of fundamental importance to conservation and protection of the area.  Where possible, the Management Committee will comment on any new plans for promotion of the site, and guide all parties as to the suitability of new proposals.  

Existing promoted walks and rides include:  

1) The Pulpit Ride – Bike Trail.  Promoted by the Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership leaflet and the Enjoy Chilham  - Sustainable Tourism leaflet (Kent Downs AONB)

This ride encourages access from Chilham Station to Perry Wood, but infact does not go right to the Pulpit – keeping mostly to the roads.  It encourages visitors to the Rose & Crown and then to other part of the landscape, therefore keeping impact on Perry Woods to a minimum.  

The Kent County Council Countryside and Access Service are aiming to update this work in the near future with a series of suggested circular cycling and equestrian routes, in the interests of sustainable tourism.  These are shown below (in green):  
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Faversham Enterprise Partnership display a Perry Wood page and map on their website, and are planning to help develop and promote one of these routes, from Faversham to Perry Wood – approaching via Selling Village and the White Lion.  The routes are designed to encourage ‘sustainable tourism’ and to support local businesses.  To this end they encourage visitors from both Chilham and Selling Station, via foot and cycle.  They encourage some exploration of Perry Wood, but do not specifically suggest use of the more sensitive parts of the site.  Again, the visit is suggested as a diversion on a much longer route.  

An event in Summer 2009 was slightly more worrying in that there was a great deal of equestrian traffic using the Windmill Hill bridleway, and looking for a checkpoint as part of a wide-scale ride.   Communication with groups using the wood, such as the British Horse Society, and in this case Willow Farm Equestrian Centre, and dissemination of information regarding the sensitivity of the site will be key to a sustainable future.  Alternative routes will be suggested in the future, via the Management Committee.  

2)  AA  - A Crafty Walk Through Perry Wood

http://www.theaa.com/walks/a-crafty-walk-through-perry-wood-420632
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This seems to be the only promoted route, aside from the circular walk promoted from The Bandstand, that promotes use of the main bridleway all the way from The Bandstand to the Mount and down the steep, gullied hill.  

3) ‘Walks around Belmont Park and Perry Wood’ leaflet, produced by Sheldwich Parish with support from the Kent Downs AONB Unit with LEADER+ funding. A route through Perry Wood is included as part of a series of suggested country walks in the area.  It comes from the carpark through to the bridge at Keepers Cottage and along the newly surfaced bridleway through to the Village Hall in Selling Village.  The only ‘eroding’ area that this traverses is the sand gully coming down from the main carpark; but as the leaflet is a local production for local people, it’s unlikely that it’ll raise much pressure on the route.    
4) Various other on-line references:
- Dog Friendly Walks on dogpeople.co.uk, includes a circular walk from Challock, touching only on the circular bridleway at the foot of the Mount towards the Rose & Crown

- UK attraction.com/south-east-england.  Perry Wood is mentioned as followed:  

Just between Faversham and Canterbury is Perry Wood, a delightful 150 acres of countryside set aside for nature and human enjoyment. Perry Wood attracts a wide variety of wildlife from birds such as nightjars and woodpeckers to foxes and badgers and even insects. Flower lovers will also enjoy the seasonal blooms that can be found at Perry Wood with some truly wonderful rhododendrons. Visitors to Perry Wood are requested to park their cars in the designated car park and venture into the reserve on foot.
On balance, whilst there is an interest in the site amongst various groups, there does not seem to be a gratuitous level of promotion of Perry Wood, and most promotional information does seem to consider quiet enjoyment and elements of sustainable tourism.  However, there is a ‘mixed bag’ of interpretations as to what the site has to offer, which can be unhelpful.   

Hopefully as a result of this planning and interpretation process, and the setting up of a Management Committee, reference to Perry Wood can be better informed, more helpful and more carefully controlled. With clear on-line information regarding the nature of the site, it will be easier to communicate exactly which opportunities are on offer and which activities are appropriate at this sensitive site.    
Interestingly the site is not mentioned on the ‘Explore Kent’ website, which is a KCC on-line collection of walking and cycling routes.  This remains an option for the future.
[image: image5.jpg]Figure 1 - Current Public Rights of Way Network

litis,
Wood

="

Bridleways

Foorpaths

Roads





[image: image6.jpg]Figure 2 - Current rights of way network. priority
areas in light of management strategy and
interpretation plan.

B Esting publicrights of way network - utside of Swale ownership / management
responsibility

[ Prioit ! outes - areas of bigh potentil forexosion and potentially bigh visitor presure

Priority 2 soutes - areas where erosion potential (s other surfacing problems) and visitor
pressure are moderately high

Ty 3 oves- ares whereeosion and o presure are e of s problen, bt
‘monitoring is il needed.
°

Main stopping point for inferpretation.




[image: image7.jpg]Figure 3
Public rights of way, with unofficial routes
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