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Figure 10 Dominant farm types in
the AONB (from Defra Census 2003
and KCC Land-based economy data
2003)
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a Need to balance a viable and competitive farming industry with
the need for sensitive environmental management in a
landscape of national importance.

b Greater volatility in agricultural commodity prices (both scale
and speed) driven by increasing exposure to global markets,
the impacts of climatic changes, shortages, the need for food
and energy security and falling Common Agricultural Policy
(CAP) subsidies, leading to uncertainty about the future
direction of agriculture in the Kent Downs.

c Uncertainty and limited funding for agri-environment schemes
and the incentives they offer, particularly in the face of rising
farm gate prices. Along with the possible ending of long run
Countryside Stewardship Scheme (CSS) schemes with no
certainty of inclusion in Higher Level Stewardship (HLS).

d Set aside has, in some circumstances, created areas of
biodiversity or landscape interest. It is important to secure
these, where appropriate, through the use of agri-
environment schemes.

e Changes in landholdings and land management practice. Loss
or amalgamation of medium-sized mixed farms – polarisation
to very large/block units with ‘share’ or ‘contract’ farming, and
very small farming units/residential or leisure owners, where
farming is not the main source of income and experience and
continuity of land management are not guaranteed.

f Rationalisation of the farming system and loss of landscape
diversity and distinctiveness and selling off of farmhouse and
buildings/cottages from the farmland estate; separating land
and accommodation changing the character and landscape
setting of former farmhouses; estate cottages and farm
buildings.
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g Given the relatively high proportion of grade 2 and 3 land there
is a need to manage the potential opportunity for economic
revival in the arable sector to encourage investment in
landscape character management. 

h Decline in grazing livestock industries, and loss of skilled
graziers, replacement with poorly managed leisure plots or
abandonment.

i Farm diversification activities such as increased livery and
equine facilities, shooting and field sports, alternative crops
(e.g. lavender, biomass energy crops, vineyards) and non-
agricultural enterprises (e.g. self-catering cottages and new
uses for more recent rather than traditional farm buildings) can
have potentially important impacts as well as benefits for the
landscape character, biodiversity and rural economy of the Kent
Downs. 

j Increasing use of polytunnels to provide high quality, low ‘food
mile’ soft and stone fruit. Polytunnels are potentially harmful to
the landscape character of the Kent Downs AONB.

k The need to manage adaptation and mitigation strategies for
climate change, for instance water storage, new housing for
livestock or bio energy crops, to create a positive impact on the
farmed landscape.

l Lack of public awareness of the links between farming and
land-based activities, environmental issues, landscape
conservation and management.
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FARMED LANDSCAPE – AIMS

3 Farm diversification activities conserve and strengthen
landscape character and local distinctiveness, as well as
provide benefits to the farm and local economy and rural
communities.

4 Locally produced, high-quality and sustainably produced food
is bought by people and businesses from local shops, farmers
markets and in regional supermarkets with environmental
quality being a market advantage.

5 There is heightened awareness and understanding by local
residents and visitors to the AONB of the importance and
fundamental role played by farming, and where the
connections between landscape conservation, environmentally
responsible farming and high quality food are appreciated by
all people.

4.3.3

The Kent Downs remains principally a farmed landscape
with a strong and viable farming industry where: 

1 Regionally targeted public subsidies support farmers who meet
environmental, as well as economic and social objectives of the
AONB. The conservation of landscape character and diversity,
the restoration and enhancement of habitats for wildlife, the
conservation of historic and cultural features, responses to
climate change and the welcoming of people to enjoy the
landscape, are all integrated and complementary activities to
contemporary, competitive mainstream farming.

2 The landscape heritage of mixed farming is promoted in a
modern context, the benefits of agri-environment and former
set aside schemes are retained and good land management
practice is encouraged to all agricultural businesses and farm
owners.
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FL1 The AONB will retain the principally farmed character for
which it is valued.

FL2 The targeting of public subsidy for agriculture to make a
positive contribution to conserving and enhancing the
components of natural beauty and landscape character of
the Kent Downs AONB will be pursued.

FL3 Farming practices that contribute to improving the
landscape character of the AONB, or mitigate damaging
impacts will be supported.

FL4 The use of integrated whole farm planning which includes a
business plan, landscape, heritage, biodiversity and habitat
assessments and shows how the farm business will support
the wider rural economy and the objectives of the AONB will
be pursued.

FARMED LANDSCAPE – POLICIES

FL5 Farm diversification activities and land-based businesses
will be supported if they help to achieve the aims of the
AONB Management Plan.

FL6 The production, supply and marketing of AONB local
produce derived from environmentally sensitive
management will be encouraged and supported particularly
where it supports landscape character.

FL7 Conversion from agricultural to leisure use and the creation
of non agricultural structures will only be supported where
there is not a cumulative loss to the principally farmed
landscape of the AONB and published best practice or
design guidance is adopted and conditioned.

FL8 Best practice guidance for the use and landscaping of
polytunnels will be pursued. Permanent polytunnels should
be resisted where they will have a detrimental impact upon
landscape character. Proposals for polytunnels should be
justified by and integrated whole farm approach *. 

*The Integrated whole farm approach as defined in the Kent
Downs Rural Advisory Service (KDRAS) Toolkit.

FL9 Where farming practices challenge the components of
natural beauty and landscape character of the AONB they
should be resisted where these are subject to control.

FL10 Activities will be supported that increase wider public
understanding of farming and the benefits that the farmed
landscape bring for high quality food production, recreation
and leisure, health and well being, nature conservation,
archaeology, landscape and a buoyant rural economy.

4.3.4
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