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m Lympne - Bonnington to Hythe

The Lympne character area covers the Hythe escarpment and the
extreme northern edge of Romney Marsh. The scrub and species-
rich rough grassland on the uneven scarp gives these slopes a
‘wild’, undisturbed character which is highly sensitive and visible
from the flat marsh. The very large fields on the Marsh are
surrounded by fences or ditches, rather than hedges, although
sporadic willows and thorn frequently grow alongside, especially
at the scarp foot. Some areas of deciduous woodland occur on the
scarp, typically below Aldington and magnificent views extend
over the Marsh. The Royal Military Canal is an important historical
feature and linear defensive structure which now provides a
recreational route and an important component of the drainage of
the Romney Marsh.

Aldington Hythe Escarpment Romney Marsh
Condition Moderate Moderate Moderate
Sensitivity High High Moderate

Summary Action Conserve and Restore

Conserve and Restore

Conserve and Create

e Conserve and restore small
woodlands

e Restore open areas of
farmland

e Conserve the infrequency and
scale of built form

e Restore the ecological interest
of pastoral land

e Avoid introduction of further
suburbanisation

Example Actions

e Conserve wooded top to the
scarp

e Conserve rough and pastoral
grasslands

e Conserve the canal, wetlands
and drainage courses

e Conserve open views to/from
sites and monuments

e Seek to retain ‘wild’ nature of
escarpment avoiding further
intrusion

e Conserve the ecological and
historical interest of Royal
Military Canal and ditches
within the farmland

e Create a design code for built
form and its surroundings

e Conserve the visual
significance of the ditches and
maintain water levels

e Establish arable field margins
and re-establish pollards
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E South Foreland — Dover to Kingsdown

The South Foreland includes the White Cliffs of the Dover to
Kingsdown Heritage Coast and the downland behind, rearing
straight up from the English Channel. This is one of the country’s
most famous and valued landmarks. Beyond the cliffs is an open,
exposed landscape dotted by farms and small settlements fringed
by trees, a landscape highly vulnerable to any form of
development. The large rolling arable fields are surrounded by a
thin network of remnant hedges and there are wide views across
the gentle valleys and out to sea. Along the cliff tops, important
areas of unimproved chalk grassland and scrub contribute to the
natural beauty of the area and are of great ecological value.

South Foreland

Condition Moderate

Sensitivity High

Summary Action Conserve and Restore
Example Actions e Conserve spacious and wild

aspect of the landscape

e Restore hedgerows only
where appropriate

e Encourage species-rich
grassland and the reversion
of arable land as key priority

e Conserve and create pockets
of scrubby vegetation to
screen intrusions

e Maintain open views
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Loss of views in and out of the AONB through development,
obstructlng tree growth and vegetation.

Degradation of the setting and urban fringe impacts in certain
landscape character areas of the AONB through inappropriate
development, urbanisation, recreational pressure and illegal
activities.

Cumulative loss of landscape features, tranquillity and
character due to the impact of climate change (and adaptation
and mitigation responses), intensive agricultural and forestry
practices, pressure from traffic and significant levels of urban
growth and development.

Potential deterioration of the special characteristics of the
landscape due to inappropriate or lack of management of
existing features and habitats.

LANDFORM AND LANDSCAPE CHARACTER - MAIN ISSUES AND THREATS IDENTIFIED

e The erosion of natural beauty and special character of many

areas within the AONB through illegal activities particularly fly
tipping, abandoned cars and illegal off-road vehicles.

Uncertainty over the future of agri-environment schemes and
subsequent effects on landscape and biodiversity and the
essentially farmed nature of the Kent Downs landscape.

g Theincrease in leisure activities such as shooting, golf courses,

livery premises, horse keeping and fenced horse paddocks and
the changes brought to landscape character through poor or
inappropriate landscape management.

General lack of awareness of the landscape value of the Kent
Downs AONB, its characteristic features and the social and
economic benefits it brings.

Landscape character approach not used sufficiently in land-
use, land management and development control decisions.
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Photo: Photo:
fly-tipping Chilham Square
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4 LANDFORM AND LANDSCAPE CHARACTER - AIMS LANPIFEINGY

AND
COMPONENTS OF LANDSCAPE
NATURAL BEAUTY A landscape in which: CHARACTER
1 The fundamental diversity in the landscape character across 3 The highest standards of landscape conservation, restoration
the Kent Downs is maintained and enhanced, and the strong and enhancement are encouraged, and are integrated into all
sense of place of individual localities is recognised, reinforced land uses, particularly agriculture, forestry, leisure and
and celebrated; development;
2 A landscape character approach is used to inform decision 4 There is better understanding of what local people and visitors
making in the AONB and areas of opportunity and threat are value in the landscape and all people are encouraged to play a
identified and become the focus for action; part in retaining and enhancing these features.
Photo: Photo:
Elmstead Postling
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Photo:
Devil's
Kneading
Trough, Wye

LANDFORM AND LANDSCAPE CHARACTER - POLICIES

LLC1

LLC2

LLC3

LLC4

The protection, conservation and enhancement of the
components of natural beauty, landscape character and
historic landscape character of the Kent Downs AONB will
be supported and pursued.

The promotion, retention or restoration of prominent views
and viewpoints will be supported.

The provision of co-ordinated and high quality landscape
conservation guidance and funding advice to all AONB
farmers and landowners, including the equestrian sector,
woodland owners and field sports, will be pursued, focusing
on the components of natural beauty and the character of
AONB landscape.

The prevention, detection, prosecution and change of
behaviour to control illegal and overtly damaging activities
such as fly tipping, dumping of abandoned cars and non-
permitted off-road vehicular use will be supported.
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LLC5

LLC6

LLC7

LLC8

The development and use of landscape character
assessments for the Kent Downs AONB will be supported to
guide the maintenance of local distinctiveness in Local
Development Frameworks and landscape management or
enhancement schemes.

The improved awareness and appreciation of all the special
qualities and components of natural beauty of the AONB
landscape and its conservation to people who influence the
future of, live, work in or visit the AONB will be pursued.

The development of strategic landscape action plans for
Landscape Character Areas or Local Character Areas of the
AONB which are most at threat or where greatest
opportunity lie will be supported and pursued.

Proposals which negatively impact on the distinctive
landform, landscape character and identified special
components of natural beauty, the setting and views to and
from the AONB will be opposed and resisted.
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view towards
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