Discover Fcrrg Wood

Ttnis is a Pro'ect funded 59 f’]eritage Lotterg Fund which is bcing run t>3 5wale Borough
Counci] and the Mid Kent Downs Froject (a Countrgside Fartmcrship). ]t is a Project which
has been developed to Provide a better unc}crstanding of Ferrg Wood, and its value in the
Kcnt Downs lanc{scape. T]’]C work will engage the local communitg and run various events
and activities until the end of 201 0.

Main objectives

1) To carry out historical research with Protessiona] arctnaeologists from tt:eTrust for
Ttnanet Arctnaeologg, with community involvement.

2) ] o use the outcomes of the historical research with wildlife data to feed into a new KWT
management Plan for the woods, upon which the local communitg will be consulted.

3) G hold at least 2 events for locals & visitors per year, exploring the wi]c”ite, landscape and
historical value of the site. F]opetu”g these events can he]P to add to our wildlife knowlec{gc
of the area.

4) RS use the research tindings to Provide new interPretation for the woods - for examPle a
new leatlet, website information and on-site intcrprctive features. The latter will Probablg be
woodcarved sculPtures, in~‘<eeping with the woodland environment. Again, the Plans will be
available for consultation.

5) | o provide a nature trail and education Pack forlocal school use.

6) e & rePlace ‘The FulPit’ with a biggcr and better version, using local materials. There used
to be a bigger version and we ]’]OPC to re-create this and to include some interpretation of the
stunning views.

7) To carry out some tootPat]ﬁ and bridlcway restoration, imProving conditions for wa”<ers,
cgclists and horse-riders.

. \We will be helping to carry out an archaeological survey of \Windmill Hilk in March.
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This has been identified as a sigr\iticant arct;aeologica] site, so the group work is tocussing

here at the moment. The suggested dates are i‘tth, ] 6tt1, Zﬁth, Z7tt1 and 18th. F]ease get in
touch to register interest!

° ]tgou’rc interested in documemtarg researctx, for example Past land-uses in and around
the woods, the tnistorg of quarrging, the tn’storg of the old Mill and mi”~Patt1, old estate and
woodland boundaries etc .. and would like help to pay for trips to the archives, Printing old
maps etc.. thereis money for these ‘volunteer expenses’. F ease use the contact details

below. Ttne | rust for | hanet Archaeo]ogg can gjve you all the Pointers you need!

From the ‘Ghosts & Memories’ event held in November, several PcoPlc expressed
an interest in this kind of research. Flease do getin touch itgou’re still interested!

o We're P]arming a ‘leaming bird song’ and wildlife-art event for the warmer months, and
hopetung an event based on forest management and traditional wood~working skills in the

Autumn.



* [ orthose who would be interested in volunteer ‘conservation work’ in the woods, the Mid
K ent Downs Froject can help to organise this kind of work in addition to the main work
areas of the Discover Ferry Wood’ Prcﬂect This year, it would be rea”g beneficial to do
some bracken and rhodedendron bashing~ which is always therapeuticl Also, we’d like to
regenerate the native heather growing on site, to stabilise some of the eroding banks of
grave] and sand. [lease getin touch hcgou’d like to ECIP take cuttings and grow-on Plants.

As we learn more about the nature of the wood]and, both wildlife and historical, we'll be able
to hold more events to ‘intcrpret’ and celebrate this. Hop@cu”g we'll unravel the mgsteries

of Windmi” Hx” and be able to take you back to a time when the landscape looked and felt
quite different ..
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The role of the Mid K ent Downe Project

The Mid K ent Downs Froject is a ‘Far’mcrship Countrgsidc Managcmcnt Frojcct’ covering areas of Swalc
and Maidstone Boroughs, within the K ent Downs AONB (Arca of Outstan&ing Natural Bcautg). ]t is
able to offer helP, advice and often grant money for conservation and enhancement of ]andscapé and wildlife in

this sPccia! arca, with a strap line of ‘Linking Feop]c, | and and Nature’.

Tlﬂe Mid K ent Downs Froject is hclfing to oversee imPlemcntation of the main objcctivcs of the Discover
Ferrg Wood Projcct, and is taking a‘ acilitating’ role as régarcls the communitg aspects. [ or the duration of
the historical research stage, the Trust for Tl’lanct Archaco]ogg can also offer P]cntg of guidance. l]cyou’d

like to offer any ideas Rigct invo!vccl, P]case contact:

53”3 Evans, MlC] Kent Downs Ogicer. 01%0%815170 sallg.cvans@kcntdowns.org.uk. West Barn
Fenstock Ha” ]:arm, Braboumc, AsHorc‘, Kcmt TNZﬁ 5LL

Updates, general information and a proposed
events programme is held on the Kent Downs

European Regional

\; Trgas o Rk, website:
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