Kent Downs or North Downs?

Those of you who saw the North Downs voted as one of the seven Wonders of the South East in the BBC programme last November can, I’m sure, answer that question.  The North Downs is the term that most people are more familiar with.  The North Downs extend from Farnham in western Surrey to the Kent Coast at Dover, they are the result of a long process of geological deposition and erosion.  140 million years ago the south east was predominantly swamp, over which layers of sand, silts and clay were gradually deposited.  This period lasted approx 30 million years after which the sea flooded in.  With it, further layers of sands and clays were deposited, forming the greensand, followed by a thick, calcareous sediment, which formed the chalk.  100 million years ago the central part of the region began to rise, pushing up the soft chalk into a dome, which gradually eroded to reveal the sandstones beneath.  The North Downs and the South Downs are the remaining outer ‘shell’ of this eroded dome.
This process of formation has led to distinctive landscape features that we value so much today that the Government decided to protect them for the sake of the nation.  In 1968 the Kent part of the North Downs was designated an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to protect this nationally important landscape.  The Kent Downs AONB also includes part of the Greensand Ridge, Romney Marsh and Heritage Coast and covers 878 sq km (nearly a quarter of Kent).
All as clear as chalk?!

The Surrey portion of the North Downs is also protected as an AONB and is known as the Surrey Hills AONB.
