BRITAIN’S FRONTLINE VILLAGE ​
Perched on the cliff top between Dover and Deal lies the village of St.

Margaret’s-at-Cliffe and St. Margaret’s Bay, once a small fishing community,

then a playground for the rich and famous and eventually Britain’s frontline

during the Second World War. The village has a long and varied history

recorded in the Domesday Book, famous for its connections to the sea,

smuggling and the defence of the realm.

The position of the village on the cliff tops so close to the infamous

Goodwin Sands has always made it important for the safety of ships and

sailors using the Channel. The first recorded light was shown from a cave in

the cliffs as early as 1367, tended by a reclusive monk who was fed by the

local landowners in return for a few less years in purgatory! The current

South Foreland Lighthouse was built in 1843 by Trinity House and is now

owned by the National Trust. This was where Marconi made the first wireless communication between shore and ship (the East Goodwin Lightship)

in 1898.

During the Second World War this area truly became Britain’s frontline and

the village became surrounded by gun batteries, radar masts and troop

encampments. Many of the big guns which were used to shell Channel shipping

and attack targets in France were sited around the village and along the

cliff tops, including the famous guns Winnie and Pooh, The South

Foreland Valley had a battery of medium range 9.2 guns, the remains of

which can still be seen.

Today the area is part of the South Foreland Heritage Coast (which runs from

Kingsdown to Dover) and much of the remnant chalk grassland along the cliff

tops are designated as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI),

nationally important for wildlife such as orchids and butterflies.

As part of the efforts to protect and promote the area around St.

Margaret¹s, the South Foreland Valley and the cliff tops, the White Cliffs

Countryside Project have joined forces with the Parish Council and the

National Trust, using funding from Interreg (European Regional Development

Fund) and the Countryside Agency (through the Kent Downs AONB unit), to

design and install a self-guide walking route taking in many of the areas of

interest. The route will consist of ten colour panels which can be followed from

the village, Bay or just used on an ad hoc basis as people explore the area.

The panels supply information on the defensive structures, the wildlife and

the role this area has played through history. The trail will also encourage

people to leave their cars in the car parks and explore the area on foot, a

key objective for all the parties involved.

This new trail should be installed around Easter 2004 and will be supported by a new full

colour leaflet for the wider Heritage Coast. For more details on these new

projects please contact Paul Hadaway WCCP Project Officer on 01304 241806 or

join a WCCP guided walk see pg ?

