Discover Perry Wood  - notes from meeting held April 27th 2009

Feedback was given from the archaeological survey work and other events, including the day with Neil Coombs from Kent Wildlife Trust and the Bird Walk.  Those that came really enjoyed these activities, and there were some exciting results.  

Plans are being put together for the next stages of historical research.   There is potential for a couple of days sketching the topography, and ‘scraping the surface’ to try to learn more about the age and exact nature of the earthwork.   Dates to be suggested & confirmed after consultation with the Trust for Thanet Archaeology in the near future, after the ‘height data’ picture has been produced.  
Something I neglected to mention at the meeting was the possibility of those who’d carried out the survey work, presenting the results to other members of the community?  Perhaps this is something we can all think about and plan for as we find out more?  

There was also some discussion of using Lidar surveying to record more detail of the earthwork.   We are obtaining a quote for this via Mike Enfield, who’s heading up the Blean HLF project.   Their survey will be taking place in Jan-Feb 2010, giving us plenty of time to decide.  There is huge potential for information sharing and linking to this other similar initiative; whilst Perry Wood is in the Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, it seems to have much more in common with Blean geographically and, as we’re discovering, historically . .   I think a site visit may be very interesting.  Please let me know if you’d like me to organise this?
Discussion continued as to how further historical information could be obtained from the local community.   Suggestions included an on-line Blog and storing the information electronically; aswell as a box-file in the village hall.   Such ideas could be used in parallel to gather information from different people.   Whilst this project has a finite budget and timetable and set of outcomes,  there is no reason why this kind of research work can’t continue within the community interested in Perry Wood.    It would be ideal if anyone would like to take on setting up a Blog or organising the box-file?  
(Out of interest, there is already a ‘Memories Trail’ sheet for recording personal stories and recollections about Perry Wood, kept on the website – still haven’t had one filled in yet – if anyone would like to be the first?!  - alternatively, we could scrap this and replace with your ideas? )

The Management Plan was mentioned briefly.  We are waiting for Kent Wildlife Trust to do their stage of the work.  The archaeological research undertaken by the community and the additional wildlife information gathered from events will feed into this plan, which will be available for consultation in due course.  

An Art event is to be held on Sunday 19th July, organised largely by Perry Wood Arts.  We aim to carry out activities relating to the Discover Perry Wood project, encouraging everyone to give us their impressions of the landscape and wildilfe.  There may be scope for another ‘Big Draw’ event in the Autumn.

The time of year for bracken bashing is soon approaching . .    Could I suggest some dates towards the end of June?   My thoughts are that a week-day may be better, so we don’t encourage too much uncontrolled bashing throughout the woods!  How about  either Tues 23rd or Thursday 25th?   We could also experiment with regenerating the heather plants, by pinning down old branches and covering with soil, as discussed.  
Lastly, there was considerable discussion over communication . .    Please do give me your ideas about this.   I am more than happy to develop more promotional materials and to try to gather more interest in the work.   I have refrained from press-releases and the like because of the sensitivities of the site, the archaeological interest and the feelings of local people.   I will continue to use the parish magazine, posters and fliers in local outlets,  and am open to suggestions as to how to make things better, and also to offers of help! – would anyone like to do a leaflet drop?      In the meantime I  will do another general flier about the project encouraging others who might want to form part of the ‘Working Group’; and will continue to post all these updates on the Kent Downs website at:  www.kentdowns.org.uk/Perry%20Wood.htm
