Discover Perry Wood Working Group – Notes from Meeting 18 / 05 / 10
1. Progress since the last meeting

S Evans updated the group on various work areas:

Work at the school.   
· 12 children had a fun morning drawing and creating collages with materials from Perry Wood.  They used a collection of pine cones, leaves, twigs, pebbles and sand to create some beautiful pieces of work which will be used in interpretation signs & leaflets. 
· A Bug Day was coming up on May 24th, with help from John Badmin (local entomologist) and peut etre theatre.  (Note - This day has now been completed and was a great success.  S Evans led the event; J Badmin taught the children a lot about Perry Wood insects and helped them to identify insects in the school grounds.   The theatre group encouraged groups of children to put together short ‘moving stories’ about insects and how they move.  The children had a great day!
Trip to Bigbury.


-  On 26th April several of the Discover Perry Wood Working Group members went to find out more about the conservation and archaeology work being carried out at Bigbury, as par t of the Blean initiative.   The event was drawn together due to the increasing number of landscape similarities between Perry & Blean that have become clear throughout the course of the Discover Perry Wood work   It was a diverting and thoroughly enjoyable day.  Some of the main outcomes of the trip were:

1) We found out that the Blean folk are really nice!  They are holding several events over the Summer which interested parties are free to attend.; including another walk & talk at Bigbury Camp (24th July 10 till 4).
2) There was a mix of ‘Perry Wooders’, Kent Wildlife Trust as well as archaeologists, including presence from the University of Kent, who will be interpreting the LIDAR data.  The plane has now completed its flight and we await outcomes of the detailed interpreting work which is to come:

‘Sally
 

Yes, the flight has flown and what is even better we are now trying to settle on a date next month for the South Blean/Bigbury data to be delivered with a presentation of what it has produced so far.
 

I will be very happy to let you know the date and for at least a couple of people from Perry Wood to come to the presentation.  My understanding is that it will be quite technical and those attending will mostly be archaeologists and representatives of the organisations that have contributed to the flight.
 

Regards,
 

Mike’

If you are keen to be one of the chosen few, then please let S Evans know!

There is plenty of potential for working together in the future, beyond the scope of this Your Heritage HLF project.  

3) The trip really showed us how small Perry Wood is in comparison to the wider Blean landscape.  It is often described as an ‘Outlier’ of the Blean complex.  In terms of management, we noticed that there is a lot more going on in a small space than in areas of the Blean, and the levels of public access are what makes future management challenging.  For example, we observed goat-grazing for heathland restoration over some relatively large and quiet areas of South Blean, but realised that the logistics of running such a scheme in Perry Wood would be quite different.
Work in the Woods

There had been some extensive clearance of small trees across the Mount (around the Pulpit), which had raised interest from people in Selling and Chilham.   S Evans had put together an update for the parish magazines to explain the reason for the work, and to give a general update on the project.  
The work was intended to enable heathland restoration on the tops of the hills, with the dual purpose of also maintaining the stunning views that characterise the site.  The bracken was to be treated chemically in July, so that a greater diversity of heathland plants can grow.   It was noted that the site should be checked for any other fern species before going ahead.  
2) Progress – historical research
The Trust for Thanet Archaeology report was now available.  Anyone who would like a copy should ask S Evans, and it will also be uploaded onto the Kent Downs website.  
The study of census data from the Victorian Era had given some interesting results, although the process of inputting and organising the data was still on-going.  Small case studies could be extracted to use in the interpretative material, notably, names for those who had lived in the cottages on top of Windmill Hill.  S Evans to contact J Wilsher for details. 

Dr Nicola Bannister had been contacted by Gill Bell, and was very positive about helping to carry out a more thorough historical woodland survey.  The Friends of Perry Wood would continue to organise themselves to be properly set-up for making grant-applications.  J Wilsher was keen to liase with Dr Bannister over the potential details of the project, drawing from Ges’ suggestions as well as any advice forwarded via the KCC Heritage Team, who had now received the report.  
3) Progress – the rest of the project!

Kent Wildlife Trust had completed updating their element of the Management Planning – the ‘Management Strategy’.  Public Rights of Way had recently forwarded comments on the Access & Interpretation Plan.  A consultation date would be set soon, once the documents had been forwarded to and accepted by Swale Borough Council as acceptable proposals.  
4) Events

Art Event – Sally Higgs updated the group on plans for the Art Event on 20th June.  A poster would be circulated.  Sally E suggested the possibility of joint promotion with a bat walk.     (Note – have since been advised that late August would be better because of sunset times, so the joint promotion idea has been scrapped). 

No Bracken Bashing would be carried out this year as the bashing that had taken place the year before had had no effect!   Energy would be put into making sure that the consultation event gets going for the Summer Holidays.  

A ‘Nutters’ survey was suggested for the Autumn – using community interest to help us find out if there are dormice in the woods by checking the nibbles on hazlenuts . 
No AOB

